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Heber City Corporation 

City Council Meeting 

 

July 30, 2011 

8:00 a.m. 

 

SPECIAL MEETING 

 

The Council of Heber City, Wasatch County, Utah, met in Special Meeting on July 30, 2011, in 

the City Council Chambers in Heber City, Utah. 

 

Present:    Council Members  Eric Straddeck 

         Nile Horner 

         Robert Patterson 

         Benny Mergist 

 

Excused:    Mayor    David R. Phillips  

     Council Member  Alan McDonald 

 

Also Present:    City Manager   Mark K. Anderson 

       Deputy City Recorder     Michelle Kellogg 

 

Others Present:  Harry Zane and Erik Rowland 

 

Review Presentation for Truth in Taxation Public Hearing:   Anderson explained that he 

emailed the power point presentation to the Council on Thursday, and now wanted to review it 

before the public hearing on August 9
th

. He passed out a few sample property tax notices for 

examination. He indicated even with the property value decrease, most homes would still have 

an increase in property taxes since the government was guaranteed a certain amount of revenue. 

The only exception would be if the property value decreased more than 11.42%. This analysis 

did not take into consideration the proposed City property tax increase. Regarding businesses, 

the valuation of property did not change from 2010 to 2011.  

 

Anderson reviewed the presentation, and the Council offered revisions. Council Member Horner 

wanted a fair comparison of the one-time expenditures with the one-time revenues. A question 

was raised about the sales tax revenue and year-end numbers. Anderson explained the reports 

were still being generated and he would work to get those to the Council as soon as possible. The 

Council wanted those numbers in order to prepare for the public hearing. Council Member 

Straddeck requested the “unaddressed needs” include language indicating these items would still 

be unaddressed even with the property tax increase. 
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Anderson explained that he would also present the tallied results from the Citizen Survey. 

Council Member Mergist asked that a suggestion box be present at the hearing so that people not 

speaking at the meeting could still participate. Council Member Straddeck requested the survey 

results not be presented at the Public Hearing. 

 

Anderson stated the Council would not be under obligation to decide on a property tax increase 

at the public hearing, but could decide at the budget meeting. He indicated an announcement 

could be made at the public hearing so those attending would know when the decision would be 

made. Council Member Horner thought a meeting would be needed in between the hearing and 

the budget meeting. Council Member Straddeck thought the final budget meeting should not be 

the same date as the regular City Council meeting on August 18
th

.  Anderson indicated the 

budget should be adopted by Tuesday, August 23
rd

 at the latest. It was decided the final budget 

adoption and decision on a property tax increase would be August 23
rd

 at 7:00 p.m. Council 

Member Patterson requested it be made clear in the hearing that for all the City projects, monies 

could only be spent from certain funds on particular items. 

 

Council Member Straddeck requested the public hearing be for the public. He said the Council 

could make a statement in the beginning, but Council members should listen to the public. He 

thought a discussion could happen at the final budget meeting. Council Member Mergist agreed. 

Anderson stated the State official said the most beneficial public hearings occurred when the 

Council listened, and then made a decision at a later date. Council Member Horner disagreed and 

thought the people’s questions should be answered at the public hearing. Council Member 

Straddeck said a clarification could be made to certain comments, but beginning a debate should 

be avoided, and added the Council could provide another time for those comments to receive a 

response.  Rowland requested the expectation be set forth at the beginning of the meeting so the 

public would be made aware of the protocol. 

 

Award Bid for Sewer System Improvements:  Anderson indicated that Mumford received two 

bids for manhole rehabilitation. The recommendation was to award the project of repairing 57 

manholes to Concrete Conservation Inc., in the amount of $73,000. Council Member Patterson 

moved to approve the award. Council Member Mergist seconded the motion.  

 

Voting Aye: Council Members Straddeck, Horner, Patterson and Mergist. Council Member 

McDonald was excused. 

 

Anderson indicated he forwarded an email to the Council from Mumford about the 650 South 

sewer line project. Mumford suggested a different alignment so additional land would not have 

to be acquired. It was suggested to ask the Cowleys for an easement over their property. 

Anderson said Mumford would get with Council Member Horner and Council Member Mergist 

and schedule a time that the three could meet with the Cowleys. 
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With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Michelle Kellogg, Deputy City Recorder 


