
Heber City Corporation
City Council Meeting

December 3, 2009

7:00 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING 

The Council of Heber City, Wasatch County, Utah, met in Regular Meeting on December 3, 
2009, in the City Council Chambers in Heber City, Utah.

Present: Mayor David R. Phillips

Council Members Jeffery Bradshaw
Eric Straddeck
Nile Horner
Robert Patterson

Excused: Elizabeth Hokanson

Also Present: City Manager Mark K. Anderson
Deputy City Recorder Michelle Kellogg
City Engineer Bart Mumford
City Planner Allen Fawcett
Chief of Police Ed Rhoades

Others Present:  Benny Mergist, Curtis Cox, Heidi Franco, Steve Farrell, Richard Hines and 
others who did not sign in.

Pledge of Allegiance:  Councilmember Robert Patterson
Prayer:  Councilmember Nile Horner

Minutes:  November 5, 2009, Work Meeting
    November 5, 2009, Regular Meeting
    November 10, 2009, Special Meeting

Councilmember Patterson moved to approve the above mentioned minutes.  Councilmember 
Bradshaw seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Council members Bradshaw, Straddeck, Horner and 
Patterson.  Councilmember Hokanson was excused.
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PUBLIC COMMENT

Mayor Phillips asked for any comments from the public before proceeding with the agenda 
items.  None were given.

ACTION ITEMS

Ordinance 2009-21 – An Ordinance amending the Heber City Municipal Code – Chapter 
15.08.080 – Building Permit Issuance and Occupancy Requirements/Construction Site 
Maintenance, Safety and Sanitation (Continued from the 11/19/09 City Council Meeting): 
Anderson explained at the last Council meeting, the ordinance had been reviewed.  Comments 
were also heard from Mike Johnston.  Since then, Greenhalgh and Johnston met.  The version of 
the ordinance that required a silt fence and the parking issue were deleted.  Councilmember 
Horner asked what would stop people from putting lumber, etc. in the road.  It was indicated the 
police could issue a citation to the builder based on the nuisance ordinance.  This proposed 
ordinance only related to construction and the Building Department would be able to enforce it.  

Councilmember Horner asked what this proposed ordinance would do that wasn’t being done 
already.  Anderson said it would keep people from driving across other owners’ properties, keep 
dirt out of the storm drain and not have mud tracked on the road. Councilmember Bradshaw said 
with this ordinance, the Building Department could shut down the project until the area was 
cleaned up.  The contractor would have more motivation to comply.  A citation by the police 
would take longer to be enforced and therefore would not immediately affect the contractor. 
Councilmember Horner said if the contractor wanted to put a sign in front of the property that 
should be his choice.  The City shouldn’t have to force them to put their name on a sign in front 
of the property.

Mumford said the majority of contractors had a problem with tearing up the concrete and 
plugging up the storm drain system.  This ordinance was more clearly worded than a nuisance 
ordinance and would help resolve a big piece of the problem.  Mumford said he was very excited 
to have this.  He indicated the City had the reputation that “anything goes” in Heber.  This 
ordinance would help tighten up the regulations.  The ordinance required a sign with the name of 
the builder.  Chief Rhoades said the police might find vandalism or a trailer left open and no 
name for them to call. A sign would be a great help in locating the builder. Mayor Phillips agreed 
and stated the neighbors would also be protected.  Councilmember Horner was concerned about 
the fence that was required around the lot.  Mumford said the fence served to keep trash on the 
site and the contractor would be expected to maintain the fence.  Also, the fence would help keep 
the vehicles going onto the property the correct way versus gaining access through another lot. 
Discussion.



Councilmember Horner was also concerned about the expense to the contractor and about the 
person that built his own home.  Mayor Phillips asked if the ordinance could be changed to 
include three homes or more.  Councilmember Straddeck said this ordinance would help people 
be good neighbors.

Councilmember Bradshaw moved to adopt Ordinance 2009-21, an ordinance amending the 
Heber City Municipal Code – Chapter 15.08.080 – Building Permit Issuance and Occupancy 
Requirements/Construction Site Maintenance, Safety and Sanitation. Councilmember Patterson 
seconded the motion.  

Voting aye: Councilmembers Bradshaw, Straddeck, Horner and Patterson.  Councilmember 
Hokanson was excused.

Ordinance 2009-22 – An Ordinance Amending the Open Space element of the Heber City 
General Plan:  Mayor Phillips stated the Council had reviewed this proposed ordinance and 
asked Fawcett if he had a presentation.  Fawcett referred to Steve Farrell.  Farrell said he and 
others had been working on this project for several years. Councilmember Horner asked how this 
differed from the County ordinance.  It was indicated the two ordinances were very similar. 
Councilmember Horner asked how the City would purchase open space from the landowner once 
it was identified.  Farrell said the County had assessed a conservation fee.  The money in this 
fund would be used at the discretion of the Open Lands Board.

Mayor Phillips asked if it would profit the Council from hearing requests for annexation.  Farrell 
said the development would be brought into a zone and would pay an impact fee.  Mayor Phillips 
wanted to know if this would prohibit the City from growing.  It was indicated that it would not. 
Councilmember Horner asked if the fee was something the City would impose.  Farrell said the 
committee would set the fee but the Council would have input.  Councilmember Straddeck 
commented that the City had been acquiring land for the bypass road in exchange for higher 
density zoning.  Farrell said the bypass area would be considered part of the mitigation. 
Councilmember Straddeck asked, if this was a vision document, why it was being considered as 
an ordinance.  Anderson said the General Plan was adopted by ordinance and so were 
amendments to the General Plan. Fawcett said this ordinance had been presented to the Planning 
Commission and was closely coordinated by all the entities in the County to preserve what he 
called the jewels of the valley.  It was a shared burden by all entities.  

Councilmember Straddeck moved to approve Ordinance 2009-22, an ordinance amending the 
open space element of the Heber City General Plan. Councilmember Patterson seconded the 
motion. 

Voting aye: Council members Bradshaw, Straddeck, Horner and Patterson.  Councilmember 
Hokanson was excused.

Page 3 of 5
cc12032009



DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS

Approval of the Proposed Holiday Schedule for 2010:  Councilmember Straddeck moved to 
approve the proposed holiday schedule for 2010.  Councilmember Bradshaw seconded the 
motion.  

Voting aye: Councilmembers Bradshaw, Straddeck, Horner and Patterson.  Councilmember 
Hokanson was excused.

Consideration of Employee Christmas Bonus:  Councilmember Bradshaw asked how many 
full time employees there were now compared with last year. Anderson said the numbers were 
very similar.  Mayor Phillips asked if the forecast indicators were worse than when the Council 
last discussed this. Anderson indicated the economy was worse than expected.  Mayor Phillips 
asked Anderson to schedule more work meetings to discuss the budget and make some hard 
decisions.  Councilmember Bradshaw asked Anderson if money could be found to give 
Christmas bonuses.  Anderson said the City ended the previous fiscal year $180,000 ahead of its 
predictions.  However, in four months of sales tax, the City received $85,000 less than what 
Anderson anticipated.  If the trend continued, Anderson stated the City’s sales tax revenue could 
be down over $200,000 in the current year.  He said property taxes would come in at $730,000 
which was $70,000 more than predicted.  Anderson said in reference to the airport revenues, they 
covered the capital and operating costs of the airport.  Mayor Phillips said to include police fees, 
fuel revenue, etc. associated with the airport. It was also discussed that the City was 70% of what 
was projected in building permits.  Fines were coming in slower, and franchise fees depended on 
the weather. Anderson listed the balances of the other funds also.  He stated that the City was 
obligated to maintain $300,000-$400,000 in surplus funds.  

Councilmember Bradshaw said the Council had an obligation to help its employees.  He offered 
some numbers for possible bonuses:  $250 for full-time employees, $150 for part-time 
employees and $75 for members sitting on various boards.  The other option Councilmember 
Bradshaw suggested was $200/full-time, $100/part-time, and 50/board members. 
Councilmember Straddeck asked what the employee expectation seemed to be.  Anderson said 
they had been told there was no budget for bonuses.  Chief Rhoades said his employees were not 
expecting anything but were hoping for something.  Councilmember Bradshaw moved to 
approve $250, $150, and $75 as Christmas bonuses for City employees.  Councilmember Horner 
seconded the motion.  

Voting aye: Council members Bradshaw, Straddeck, Horner and Patterson.  Councilmember 
Hokanson was excused.



Councilmember Straddeck stated he had expressed his reservation of having a Christmas dinner 
for the City Council at the last meeting but had now reconsidered his opinion.  He thought there 
was a need to show Council members Bradshaw and Hokanson appreciation for their service and 
also to meet the new members of the Council.

As there was no further business, the meeting adjourned.

_________________________________
Michelle Kellogg, Deputy City Recorder
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