
Heber City Corporation
City Council Meeting

05/20/2010

6:30 p.m.

WORK MEETING

The Council of Heber City, Wasatch County, Utah, met in Work Meeting on May 20, 2010, in 
the City Council Chambers in Heber City, Utah.

Present: Mayor David R. Phillips

Council Members Eric Straddeck
Nile Horner
Robert Patterson
Alan McDonald
Benny Mergist

Also Present: City Manager Mark K. Anderson
City Recorder Paulette Thurber
City Engineer Bart Mumford
City Planner Allen Fawcett
Chief of Police Ed Rhoades

Others Present: Paul Berg, Chay Eysser, Greg Smith, Lane Lythgoe and John Kenworthy.

Paul Berg – Block 103 Parking/Fire Protection Improvements:  Anderson said Paul Berg and 
the significant property owners of Block 103 wanted to talk to the Council about some potential 
changes in the businesses, parking, etc., of that block and wanted to see what part the City could 
play in making this property better. He said that at one time Ed Kren, previous owner of the 
Spicy Lady, had appeared before the Council in relation to water/fire hydrant issues. He said 
there were plans to expand the kitchen, etc. at that time and the City had expressed some interest 
in helping with the cost of extending the water line. 

Paul Berg indicated they wanted to talk about a redevelopment area behind the existing buildings 
on that block. He said they had been to the Planning Commission and gotten commercial concept 
approval. He said their proposal would do two things. In redoing the old NitroPak location, the 
Spicy Lady would expand into that and become a large scale family restaurant. He said it would 
be a premier restaurant in town and accommodate banquets, weddings, family dining, and 
entertainment. The other part would be a place for retail and offices and they already had a 
tenant, Wildflower Linens, lined up. He continued they had contracts with other businesses and 
some wanted occupation in May. The plan would also redevelop the front of the building and 
make it more in line with other redeveloped Main Street buildings. Berg thought this would dress 
up Main Street and bring in businesses.
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Berg emphasized the main problem for Main Street businesses was parking.  He said that in this 
proposal, some buildings would be torn down, a through-access would be developed through the 
back parking area, they would develop 66 parking spots and they would dress up the area with 
landscaping. He suggested some of the other businesses might change uses which would mean 
their grandfathered use would go away.  He said they wanted to bring in good quality businesses.
Berg indicated they had visited with some of the current businesses and most of them liked the 
concept but it would all come down to financing. He said they had talked with Chase Bank and 
Chase was concerned about making a loan to individual businesses; consequently, they had come 
up with a Parking Lot Tenant’s Association. He continued the bank wanted a third party involved 
to help put the agreement together and be a third-party facilitator. It was felt that would give 
security to Chase Bank and the property owners.  He indicated the bank was not asking for any 
financial assistance from the City but wanted the City to be an interested third party. 

Councilman McDonald wanted to know what the liability would be for the City. Berg said he and 
Mark Anderson had been talking about that and working on that, but said again, there would not 
be any financial burden to the City. Councilman Mergist suggested snow removal would be a 
problem in the winter and would have to be trucked out. He asked if there would be an 
association fee. Berg said yes and that the Association would pay for any snow removal via 
truck.  Discussion about who owned the property. Councilman Mergist expressed concern with 
traffic flow with the car wash on the one end.  

Anderson said perhaps the City could help educate the property owners about ordinances and 
uses, and other things.

Councilman Mergist asked if the City would be a signer on any document and/or have financial 
responsibility.  Anderson suggested the City might have some financial responsibility to put in 
the water line. Berg said the City’s cost would be approximately $15,000.  

Berg asked if the City could participate in neighborhood meetings and help with putting legal 
contracts together. Councilman Horner suggested that if the City’s attorney negotiated and 
helped write the documents together, that put a liability on the City.  Berg felt this was a great 
opportunity for the City to help put something back into Main Street.   Mayor Phillips suggested 
giving the Council some time to look into the legal aspects of this. 

John Kenworthy discussed the proposed changes to the internal part of the building and said it 
would have a train theme.  He discussed the fact that there was no easement that existed and they 
would need fire hydrants and fire protection.  He said they wanted to do weddings and dances in 
the building and have this as a landmark for the City. He continued there was about 10,000 
square feet of vacant space that was not generating any revenue for the City. He said the wanted 
to put businesses in there which would help with sales tax revenue.  

Kenworthy continued that when NitroPak moved out, it was discovered the floor was sinking. In 
solving that problem they found a 100-year old basement that abutted up to the Spicy Lady. 
This, then would allow them to expand the Spicy Lady.  Some drafts were shown on the 
overhead screen. Discussion about what ideas they had for the basement.  It was felt this 
expansion would also create jobs for 30 or 40 people. 



Set date for Future Budget Workshops – Suggested Date – June 3: Next budget meeting next 
Thursday at 6 p.m.

Update on Wasatch County Impact Fees:  No discussion.

Update on Center Street Project: Mumford said progress was being made and that pavement 
would be laid on Saturday or Monday from 750 East to the church.  He said the work on Main 
Street had started. Mumford indicated the contractor would no longer do any extra work for the 
City –he would do nothing he was not required to do under the federal contract for the road 
project, which meant the Public Works employees would have to fill in. He said the contractor 
now just wanted to get the project done and complete as fast as he could. He indicated Steve 
Tozier, Public Works Director, was trying to bail the City out on this by using his department 
employees so it would push some things aside as far as Public Works. Mumford said the project 
should be complete in the next eight weeks.  

Farm Lease – 38.5 acres of land by Heber City Airport: Anderson said he had two parties 
interested in leasing this property and would probably ask for sealed bids if the Council was 
interested in leasing the property. The Council gave approval.

Council Report from Various Boards: No Discussion

Discuss removal of fencing on southeast corner of City Main Street Park: Anderson 
indicated Mark Rounds had asked about removing the piped fence around the one end of the 
Main Street Park. He said the fence was old and rotting and did not serve much function.  The 
Council had no objection to removing the fence.  

                                                                 
Paulette Thurber, City Recorder
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